DAVID EVERETT
EXPLAINS JUST
HOW NOT TO
TACKLE A LITTLE
PLAY IN HIS

KING PINS!

I have just taken down and replaced the coil springs of the
front suspension of my Mk.1 C-V8. This is the story of how I
did it.

You will gather from the following that I am not not gilted
with mechanical competence, but somehow managed to
muddle through the job with the help of a couple of mates.
Before starting the job and asking round for advice, I foolish-
ly listened to someone who has worked on MGBs, because
there is a slight design similarity to the C-V8's suspension,
or so | was led to believe. This is the way not to take the sus-
pension down but with a solution which worked so that I did
redeem myself in the end!

The car was already on axle stands, of course. My adviser
suggested that the king pins were removed first, This was
done by jacking up the underside of the spring pan, remov
ing the trunnion pin retaining bolts and driving out the trun-
nion pin with a drift punch. In went the punch and out came
the the trunnion pin but the punch stayed put, jammed
because there was still tension in the spring. Fortunately |
was able to extract it using much brute fource and more
ignorance and yet another punch plus mole grips etc... which
eventually did the trick. That was the [irst inkling I lldd that
this was not the correct way (o do things. However having
started 1 had to finish.

Now that the king pin assembly was swung out ol the way,
it would be an easy matter to jack up the spring pan a bit
more and remove the bolts holding it up to the wishbones.
Imagine my surprise when the car lifted off the axle stands
as | tried to take the tension off the spring pan bolts using
the jack under the spring pan to relive the tension in the
bolts. There was still one heck of a lot of tension left in the
spring and it was bowing out quite alarmingly.

Perhaps a bit late in the day, but now the thinking cap was
put on, Some 3/8" threaded bar, nuts and washes were
obtained to make temporary replacement bolts for the spring
pan. I made these bolts about 4" long. Also a quick trip Lo
the hire centre to get a pair of spring compressors, the type
that hooked onto the outside of the spring coils and you
screw up to compress the spring. Next snag was that the

Complicated, innit? DO NOT strip down your
C-V8 front suspension (unless you have to. . .)

hooks did not have sufficient outreach to allow the screw to
pass by the wishbones. And no, the hire company did not
have any other type and could not suggest any other way of
solving the problem. At least they did not charge me for the
hire which was the first bit of good news in this saga.

Thinking does work. The local scrap merchant let me have
some 1" thick steel so two new hooks in the same style as
the hire tool but with greater out reach were fashioned with
hacksaw and 1/2" drill bit. These allowed the spring com-
pressor screw rods to hang down past the wishbones.

Now it seemed that [ ready to get the spring down. So,
screw up the spring compressors, support the spring pan
with a hydraulic jack, replace the spring pan bolts one by
one with the extension ones previously made and move the
anti roll bar link out of the way. The steering linkage had
already been cleared away. The idea was pretly good in theo-
v, the only thing to let me down were was the length of the
extension bolts. As it was, when there was no more thread
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